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SUPPORTER CFFICE 
Chilicothe, February 2, 1813. 
HORRID DISASTER! 


Late last eveniaug an express arrived 
in town, bearimg letters from Gen. Har- 
rison to governor Meigs. A number of 
letters have also been received from offi. 
cers in the army, which contain the me- 
lancholy account of the total defeat of the 
advanced detachment under the com- 
mand of general Winchester. Of the 
eNgugement at the river Raisin, on the 
Kternoon of the 18th of January, and 
jhe taking possession of that place, by 
ihe force under col. Lewis, the public 
already informed. Gev. Winches. 
reinforced col. Lewis with about 
150 men on the 20th, 

On the morning of the 22d, at day 
break, the American force was attacked 
Sythe British and Indians. ‘Phe line 
formed as expeditiously as was 
practicable, from the irregular manner 
m which our troops were encamped.— 

othe centre, were opposed the British, 
With from three to six pieces of cannon, 
the Indians‘on the flanks. The Ameri- 
fans are said to have fought bravely 
Milthey exhausted their ammunition, 
whieh, gen. Winchester had not ta- 

precaution of supplying the 
200ps ; ‘and they were scarcely ablé to 
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“THE PUBLIC GOOD OUR END.” 








Those who surrendered on the field of 
battle, are suid to have been made pri- 
soners by the British,while those who at- 
tempted to make their escape were pur- 
sued by the Indians on horseback, tom 
ahawked and scalped. The slaughter 
was great, and Kentucky has lost many 
valuable citizens'and brave soldiers.— 
About forty only have arrived at the 
head-.quarters of gen. Harrison. 
The opinions are various as to the 
force of the enemy—they are generally 
supposed to have been 1600 strong.— 
General Winchester was killed, and his 
body mangled in a most horrid manner 
by the Indians. He is said to have 
lodged three fourths ofa mile from the 
camp, the night preceding the engage- 
ment ; and his officers were principally 
at private houses. ‘The reinforcement 
sent forward by gen. Harrison, had not 
arrived at the river Raisin, at the time 
o fthe deteat ; and were ordered ack 
tu the rapids of the Miami, where they 
arrived on the evening of the 22d. On 
the morning of the 23d, at twoo’elock, 
a retreat was ordered by gen. Harrisun. 
The troops have retired as far back as 
Portage river, at the crossings of Hull's 
road, where they were well supplied 
with provisions. The movement of gen. 
Winchester to the river Raisin, was to 
secure a-considerable quantity of pro- 
visions, and to protect the inhabitants, it 
was without orders from gen. Harri- 
son. Although this defeat niay for a 
short time retard the progress of the ar- 
my, the: country may, notwithstanding, 
safely confide in the exertions of the 
general, Had not this well-arranged 
system been partially frustrated by the 
precipitate movement of gen. Winches- 
ter, it would, in all human probability, 
have insured success. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
Since the above was issued, another 





Meigs, who has politely favored us with 
the following extract, dated 
Head- Quarters, Carrying River, 
24ih Jun. 1813. 

Dear Sir—The event of which I ex- 
pressed so much apprehension in my 
letter to you from wel Sandusky, 
has happened. ‘The detachment under 
col. Lewis was reinforced by gen. Win- 
chester, with 250 men. e attended 
it, and took the command at the river 
Raisin, on the 20th, & onthe 22d was. 
attacked at reveille, by a considerable 
British and Indian force, with six pieces 
of artillery The troops being surpris- 
ed, and the ground unfavorable, had but 
little opportanity of forming to advan- 
tage. They were surrounded and 
broke, in 20 or 25 minutes. A major 
and captain, and about 25 privates, 
were all that effected their eseape. 
I had but 360 men with me, about 
three miles above the Rapids, where 
the news first reached me. I immic- . 
diately ordered them to prepare to 
march, and ‘set out with my staff, to 
overtake a detachment of 300 men that 
had set out that mourning for the river 
Raisin. I overtook them at the distance 
of 6 miles, but before the other troops 
(col. Andrew’s Ohio regiment) came 
up it was ascertained that the defeat was 
complete, and it was the unanimous 
opimon of generals Payne, Perkins, and 
the field officers, that we should return. 
A detachment to the amount of 170 of 
the most active men was sent forward 
with directions to proceed, as far as pos- 
sible, to assist those who were, fortunate 
enough to escape; there were, however, 
but few ; the sno:w was so deep that the 
fugitives were entirely exhausted in run- 
ing a few miles ; those that did get off 
eilected it by turning down to the lake 
and secreting themselves. I believe 
there were not more than 40 or 50 that 
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express has arrived in town, bearing a 
letter from gen. Harrison to governor 


got a mile from the scene of action, and 
| the greater part of them wereovertaken 
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Never were the affairs of any army 
iu a more prosperous situation than ours 
before the unfortunate step of marching 
the detachment to the river Raisin ; it 
Was made not only without any authori- 
ty from me, but in opposition to my 
views. Every thingin my power was 
however, done io prevent any disaster, 
and wwinforeements were pushed on 
with as mach rapidity as possible. Maj. 
Cosgrove’s battalion, (the first in the 
army) was within fourteen miles of the 
scene of action, when he heard ofthe de- 
feat, and 300 regular troops were also 
on their way. I remained at the Rapids 
with one regiment ony: In justice to 
general Winchester, 1 must observe, 
that I have understood, that the mea- 
sure (marching the detachment to the 
river Raisin) was forced upon him by 
his officers ; but whatever may have 
been the cause, and however great the 
calamity, both as it regards the nation 
and individuals, it is certainly not irre- 
parable. By the unanimous advice of 
the general and field officers, I took 
this position yesterday, fur the purpose 
of forcing a speedy junction of the troops 
in the rear, and to cover the very valu- 
able convoy of artillery and stores that 
are coming from L. Sandusky. 

Unless the weather is very unfavora- 


ble, I shall be at the Rapids again in 4 
or 5 days, and shall certainly give the 
enemy an opportunity of measuring 


their strength with us in another contest. 


For my part I feel no doubt as to the 
result, and if I can judge of the disposi- 
tion of the troops, from the manner in 
which they received an address from me 
perag if a desire of avenging their 
ost companions and retrieving their 
country’s disgrace is the predominant 


passion that ee their minds. 
I know not what 


500 and others at 800. 
amounted to near one thousand. 


ble servant, 
WM. H. HARRISON. 
His excellency gov. Meigs. ° 
The following is an extract of the Ict. 


ter alluded toin the commencement of 
the above letter of general Harrison. 
It was dated Lower Sandusky, Janua- 


ry 19, 1813.1 
* Gen. 


detachment to the river Raisin. 
not learnt the precise object. 


this night. 


nels Lewis and Allen, may be overpow- 
ered.” ' 


- 
t 


roportion the pri- 
sonefs of gen. Winchester’s late troops 
bear to the killed: some of the French 
who have come in, report the latter at 
The detachment 
I am, 
with much regard, dear sir, your hum. 


Winchester”has been at the 
Rapids since the 10th—he has pushed a 
1 have 
I shall 
set oat this morning. and reach his camp 
Ihave strong fears that colo- 
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SC SS EY ED 
FOR THE MILITARY MONITOR. 


I remember to have heard a guest of 
a Numerous company thus address Col. 
*eeeEEE*, now commanding a regi 
ment in the service ; ‘“* Colonel, how 
did you feel in your first battle ?’ “ Sir 
(he replied) Ifelt awful ;” “indeed” ! 
(said the other, struck with his ingenious 
simplicity of expression ;) “yes ; (re- 
joined the gallant officer) “ but I thought 
it would be a grand thing, if 1 lived 
through it.” 
In the perusal of this anecdote, I 
trust, young officers will not set the sub- 
ject of it down as deficient in constitu- 
tional nerve-; for I do assure them, no 
army possesses a braver gentleman ; he 
only declared a natural teeling, whieh 
he was too candid to disdain, and which 
others, sometimes, experience, if they 
will bat confess it 
In thas introducing Col. to 
the publie ; (though without mentioning 
his name) I must crave his pardon, 
aware of that modesty which induces 
him to retreat from, rather than to seek 
observation ; he will however be imme- 
diately recognized by officers of service, 
from the following circumstances, 
In Wayne’s principal action with the 
Indians, Colonel (now General) Wil- 
kimson eagerly sought its hottest point ; 
, then a Subaltern, observed 
to him, “sir, you expose yourself too 
much ;” “take care of yourself (replied 
Wilkinson) and never mind me,” “why 
sir (said —, alluding to his 
spare person) they might as well pre 
tend to hit my Esponton as to hit me,” 
at the same time planting his Esponton 
in the ground, while rifle shot whistled 
near him and savage yells . saluted his 
ear. 
During a period of the same war, he 
commanded a Stockade fort, which was 
attacked by the Indians : they knew his 
undaunted courage, they were the more 
interested in killing him, but could 
not do it; shut up with his little gar- 
rison, he frequently amused his careless 
moments by placing a hat on a pole, and 
raising it beyond the pickets ; the ene- 
my supposing the hat to cover some 
ones head and that only 
would dare to expose himself to their 
aim, as soon as it appeared, discharged 
their rifles, and seeing it immediately 
lowered, as if they had struck their ob. 
ject, would shout vociferously ; the hat 
would again appear at different places, 
and after having thus irritated the sava. 
s, for some time. he would show him- 
self and ridicule their aukwardneéss. 
"Tis so difficult to judge of the brave. 
ry or valor of men from exterior ap- 














pearanee, and the effect. of danger oy 
the nervous system, that the most 
etrating observer may mistake ¢ 
giously in his decissions ; in truth, » 


our nerves and constitutional styey 
that a coward will stand firm on fj, 
feet, when a brave man will be agity 
ied, and a Hessian or a Cossac wou 
smoke his pipe where a Conde would 
tremble ; is the Hesssian or Cossag 
a moment think on it, for no man of bjs 
age or of any other bas been deemed of 
more fearless courage than Logis 
Bourbon, Prince of Conde ; but as fp 
said himself, “his body trembled. fo 
the dangers into which his soul woul 
lead it,” 

An Aid-de-camp of Turenne said ty 
the hero, whea mounting his horse for 
battle, “ vou tremble sir,” ‘ yes (replied 
this perfect soldier) [ tremble for thoy 
brave men whom I must lead to death” 


We will now suppose Conde and 
Turenne living, what would be th 
opinion of a common soldier or sailor o 
seeing them tremble and turn pale ? ig 
norant of human nature ; he would % 
léently scoli at the heroes as cowards, 
while his own body, unshook by theoe. 
easion, would be the counterpart 
that of a superior spirit. 

A celebrated Spanish writer men- 
tions an officer of rank, who was thos 
addressed by arough fellow in battle; 
* you trenible do you,’ ? ** yes (answet- 
ed Garcias) Ido tremble, and had yo 
trembled as much, you scoundrel, you 
would have taken to your heels an hoo 
since.” ‘The writer remarks, “ the sail 
of this valiant soldier was superiorl 
the infirmities of his bodily clay.” 

An officer in the British service, W8 
so agitated in his first encounter witha 
enemy, that his brother officers recei'el 
him with slight ; being however af 
vourite with his general, he intreated fit 
an opportunity to clear his reputatie, 
which being granted the day afterle 
incurred suspicion, he not merely pet 
formed his duty handsomely, but took 
standard and recived the thanks.of Ms 
commander, he ‘has since gained unl 
ded laurels on the plains of Europe 
of Egypt, with signal honours from 
sovereign, as an officer of the first rep 
tation for skill and dauutiess courage. 

Iheard a gentleman observe of @ & 
lebrated naval commander, that 10% 
tion,~he was often pale ; but, thatthe 
intrepedity of his coarage and bis p™ 
sence of mind were astonishing grets 
may we not impute this appearance 
energetic feelings which, likewise 
ease of Conde, overcame the ™@ 








quate power of the nerves ; how ese 





much depends on the construction g | 


superior in his courage ? we cannot for J 
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it be accounted for ? this very man pro- 
cured his honest fame in Europe, iri- 
ca and America, by heroic resolution, 
daring enterprize and protessional skill : 
his portrait is carried in the pocket ot tie 
officer, the seaman and the citizen, and 
his memory, will be revered as long as 
true valor and patriotism claim the 
praise of history. 

A general once sent two officers on 
an expedition of peril ; the one having 
observed a change of counienance 1b tae 
other, returned to their com ander to 
ask for another companion, ‘ as he did 
not desire to risk his reputation in asso. 
ciating with a coward ;” “ go, sir, (re 
plied the penetrating genera’ sternly) 
and if you do not make great haste, tae 
coward as you are pleased to term him, 


will deprive you of glory ;” the bragga- 


docio, however, lagged, and the other 
gained renown by his signal gallantry. 

This may be a lesson to command. 
ers ; let them remember the example 
of ‘Turenne, who would present to offi- 
cers who had failed in one enterprize 
an opportunity to retrieve their credit in 
another : this warrior knew well how 
to prefer real greatness of soul to that 
stupid Gorsgaee of danger which is so 
seldom combined with the sublime im- 
pression of glory anda genius for sci- 
ence : the Poet says of death — 

“ Thou strike’st the bold peasant, he sinks in 
the dark, 

“Nor leaves e’en the wreck of a name; 

“Thou strik’st the young Hero, a glorious 
mark ! 

“He falis in the blaze of his fame : 

How beautifully did Ossian describe 
the feelings of a youthful warrior ! what 
a perfect knowledge of human nature ! 
here we find no fool hardiness, no blus 
tering ! every circumstance is natural 
and interesting. 

“ It was then Gaul spoke, in his val- 
our; hus hand half umsheathed his 
sword.” 

“ Son of Fingal,” he said, “ why burns 
the soul of Gaul ? my heart beats bigh, 
my steps are disordered ; and my hand 
trembles on my sword. When I look 
towards tiie foe, my soul lightens before 
me, ard I see their sleepimg host.— 
Tremble thus the souls of the valiant in 
batties of the spear ? How would the 
soul of Morni rise if we should rash on 
the foe!. our renown would grow in 
the song ; and our steps be stately in 
the eyes of the brave ” 

* Son of Morni,” Lreplied, ‘my soul 
selights in battle, I delight to shine in 
battle alone, and to give my name to 
the bards, But what if the foe should 
Neg ; Shall I hehgid the eyes of the 

g ? they are terrible in his displea- 

sure, and like the flames of death. But 


—_ 
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I will not behold them in his wrath, 
OssiAN SHALL PREVAIL OR FALL.— 
but shall the fame of the vanquished 
vise ? they pass away like a shadow.— 
But the fame of Ossian shall rise. Lis 
déeds shull be like his fathers. Let us 
rush in our arms. Son of Morni, let us 
rash to battle. Gaul! if thou shalt re- 
turn, go to Selmas lofty wall. ‘Tell to 
iiverallin that L fell with fame ; carry 
this sword to Brano’s daaghter, let her 
give it to Oscar, when the years of his 
youth shall arise.” 

* Son of Fingal” Gaul replied with a 
sigh : “shall £ return after Ossian is 
low ! what would my father say and 
Fingal king of men / the feeble woula 
turn their eyes and say, behold the migh- 
ty Gaul who left his friend m his 
biood !” ye shull not behoid me ye feeble 
but in the midst of my renown. Os- 
sian ! I have heard from my father the 
mighty deeds of Heroes : their mighty 
deeds when aiove ; FOR THE SOUL IN 
CREASES IN DANGER. 

‘“* Son of Morni,” I replied and strode 
before him on the heath ; “ our fathers 
shall praise ou: valour, when they 
mourn our fall. A beam of gladness 
shall rise on their souls, when their eyes 
are full of tears. ‘They will say, our 


sons have not fallen like the grass of 


the field, for they spread death around 
them. But why should we think of the 
narrow house # The sword defends 
the valiant. But death pursucs the 
flight of the feeble ; and their renown 
is not heard. 

“ We rushed forward through night, 
and came to the roar of a stream which 
beat its blue course round the foe, 
through trees that echoed to its nove ; 
we came to the bank of the stream and 
saw the sleeping host. Their fires were 
decayed on the plain ; and the lonely 
steps oftheir scouts were distant far. I 
stretched my spear before me to support 
my steps over the stream. But Gaui 
took my hand, and spoke the words of 
the valant.” 

* Shall. the son of Fingal rush ona 
sleeping foe ? shall he come like a blast 
by night when it overturns the young 
trees in secret ? Fingal did not thus re- 
ceive his fame, nor dwells renown on 
the gray hairs of Morni, for actions like 
these, strike Ossian strike the shield of 
batile, and let their thousands rise. Let 
them meet Gaul IN HIS FIRST BATTLE, 
THAT HE MAY TRY THE 8TRENGTH OF 
HIS OWN ARM. 

I beg to be excused for this leng. 
thy extract but it is so perfect a des- 
cription of a youthful Here, that I offer 
a few more from the same poem. 

After the battle Ossian speaks “ Car- 





borne chief of Strumon, dost thou be- 


hidld the foe ? they gather on the hill in 
their wrath. Let our steps be towards 
the king. He shall rise in his strength, 
and the host Lathmon vanish. Our 
fame is around us, warrior, and the eyes 


of the aged will rejoice. But let us 
fly son of Morni, Lathmon descends 
the hill.” “Then let our steps be slow,” 
replied the fair headed Gaul,” lest the 
foe say, with a smile, * behold the war- 
rior of night, they are like ghosts, ter- 
rible in darkness, but they melt away 
ms yh the beams of the Egst, Ossian, 
take the shield of Gormar, who fell be- 
neath my spear, that the aged heroes 
muy rejoice, when they behold the acti- 
ons of their sons.” 

The poems of Ossian are almost di- 
vested of that ferocity which marks the 
heroes of Homer and Tasso. The cou- 
rage of Fingal is never a senseless dis- 
rezard of dangers ; ’tis the fire of soul 
we speak of, the fire ofthe hero ; the 
warriors receive the flame and die with 
the sentiment. 

“We saw Oscar Icaning on his 
shield ; we saw his blood around. Si- 
lence darkened onthe face ofevery he- 
ro ; each turned his back and wept.— 
The king strove to hide his tears ; he 
bends his head over his son ; and his 
words are mixed with sighs, and art 
thou fallen, Oscar, in the midst of thy 
course! the heart of the aged beats over 
thee. I see thy coming battles ; I be- 
hold the battles that ought to come, but 
they are cut off from my fame. When 
shall joy dwell at Selma ; when shall 
the song of grief cease on Morven? my 
son falls by degrees, Fingal will be the 
lastof his race. The fame I have re- 
ceived shal] pass away ; my age shall 
be without friends. I shall sit like a 
grey cloud in my hall: nor shall I ex- 
pect the return of a son with his sound- 
ingarms. Weep ye heroes of Morven, 
never more will Oscar rise.” 

“ And tuey did weep, o Fingal ! dear 
was the hero of their souls, he went out 
to battle, and the foe vanquished ; he 
returned, in peace, amidst their joy, no 
father mourned his son slain in youth : 
no brother his brother oflove. They 
fell without tears, for the chief of the 
people was low ! Bran is howling at 
his feet: gloomy Luath is sad for he had 
often led them to the chase, to the boun- 
ding roe of the desart. When Oscar 
saw his friends around, his breast arose 
with sighs, ‘ The groans” he said “ of 
aged chiefs ; the howling of my dogs ; 
the sudden bursts of songs of grief, have 
melted Oscars soul, my + oul that never 
melted before ; it was like the steele of 
my sword, .Qssian, carry me to my 
hills! raise the stones of my renown.— 





Place the horn of the deer, and my 
“oe 





‘sword within my Harrow dwelling. The 
“torrent, hereafter may raise the earth ; 
the hunter may find the steel and say 
“this has been Oscars sword.” 
if there be a youth in the armour of 
‘his country who can read the foregoing 
“deéseription without feeling it, let him 
distrust his famie ; he cannot have that 
‘glow of enthusiasm which De Legrie 
considered the vital prineiple of a sol. 
dier ; Alexander placed his sword & the 
Iiliad under his pillow, and honored the 
tomb of Achilles. ‘The trophies of Mil 
tiades, kept sleep from the eyes of The- 
mistocles, and Caeser wept over the re 
mains of Alexander 
‘The young man whose hand like 
that of Gaul, dees not tremble on his 


sword with the glow of emulation at the: 


first call for battle, may probably have 
his name written in one or two bulletins, 
but he can never feel like the Roman 
victor when he exclaimed to the pilot, 
*‘ quid times ? Cesarum vihis,” he may 
indeed rise to be a good executive bet 
dier, but will his memory be honored 
with the tears ofa nation ? I doubt it. 

To distinguish between that apathy 
of look of some men and the invariable 
countenance of others, I will offer afew 
observations and some anecdotes rela- 
tive to bravery and courage, and of those 
antipathies so much ridiculed, and yet 
by ne means uncommon in society. 

Tis mentioned of Julius Cesar, that 
on hearing an oration of Cicero, he be- 
came almost convulsed ; and of Cril 
lon that where he heard of our Saviours 
sufferings, in a moment of sensibility, 
he exclaimed, (laying his hand on his 
sword) where wert thou Crillon. 

Now let us suppose a common man 
in the place of Cesar or of Crillon ; 
would he in either case, have those feel- 
ings which were roused in those brave 
men? and if not, why niay we not be- 
lieve, that the slightest degree of fear 
would be more precipitate in men of 
great feeling and enthusiasm, than a far 
greater degree in persons divested of 
that extreme sensibility ; Henry the 
4th was agitated at the sight of Sally af- 
ter a difference between them ; would 
a coward peasant have felt thus in meet- 
ing the man he had wronged in opin- 
ions ? ifthe hardy body of the peasant 
would not be operated on by this deli- 
cacy of ele who may we not con- 
clade, that the least palpitatation in dan- 
ger would have agitated the fame of the 
good and great Henry more than abso- 

te fear would the robust fame ofthe 
peasant ? 

The excellent novel of Don Sebastian, 
will give the reader a better idea of cun- 
tradictory feelings in a brave man than 
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t drawn of Sebastian is exquisite: 
y fine, as exhibiting to our view a cha- 





racter of extreme sensibility and of da- 
ring courage. R PE RT. 
The Military Monitor. 





NEW.YORK, 


MONDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 15, 1813. 





The Proprietors of this Paper having pur- 
chased a complete 


PRINTING OFFICE, 


have established the same in Church Street, 
No. 6, back of St. Paul’s Church yard. Will 
thankfully execute all orders for Printing, with 
which thev may be favored, either in French, 
English or Spanish, as neatly and expeditious- 


ly as any others of the profession in this city- 


and on as cheap terms. 


jo° Orders for this Paper, addressed as 
above, will meet with prompt attention. 


VO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ MILES” is informed that we have receiv- 
ed more than one communication on the sub- 
ject to which he refers : We have declined 
giving them pnblicity, fearing that this man- 
ner of noticing the evil so justly complairied 


moval. ‘hough we consider vanity not “pride” 
as the immediate cause, yet, as we think a 
predesposing cause may be justly fought for 
nohuman nature, we shall wait patiently till 
time or experience founded on a little real 
service shall apply a proper remedy. 

AMICUS shall appear next week, he is 
necessarily excluded to give place to impor- 
tant details of European warfare. 

RUPERT is informed that a letter awaits 
him in the Post-Office. 





WAR PARTY, AND PEACE PARTY.—Thes- 
are nominial distinctions, ofa recent birth, hav- 
ing no existence in reality. The spurious pre- 
sumption, that such distinctions exist isa po- 
litical libel calculated to inspire the enemy 
with a hope of obtaining aid from the citizens 
residing within the United States, and thus 
inducing him to continue a war, which, but 
for insinuations of a similar tendency too often 
promulgated, would probably never have 
been commenced, To suppose the existence 
of a war-party, and a peace-party, with dis- 
tinct views, is to suppose, that one portion of 
the people wish for war, notwithstanding that 
the ehemy should grant full ‘ indemnity for 
the past and security for the future”; and 
that the- other party wish for peace on any 
terms however disgraceful or injurious to our 
country. The idea is too absurd to be serious- 
ly entertained ; and is unworthy of further 
comment. 

Sprinc Rocket.—Mr. John Beath, an 
ingenious mechanic of Boston, has invented a 
new weapon of warfare, which promises to be 
of great public utility, and is intended princi- 
pally to fire shipping. It is supp to be 
ar superior to the Congreve Rocket, as the 
latter will pass through the rigging of a vessel 
without material injury ; whereas the ° 
|will fasten itself so effectually by means 





aby thing I can say on the subject ; the 


springs attached to it, that nothing but 


of, would rather aggreive than tend to its re- } 


racle could save the véssel frofi destrys 
It is said the inventor can make them 
from one to 3,000. yards, and witha little vat 
tion, they may be made equally as destryg 
on the land as onthe water. We shall 
pleased to hear more of this ingenious inveh. 
tion, which promises to be of great pati 
importance. 


Capt. Dobbin, of Eric, has four SUn-boats 
in aforward state These boats are 50 fem 
straight rabbit keel, 17 feet beam, 5 fee jq 
the hold, and to mount 24’s and $2’s. Lieu 


ting of seven vessels in the navy-yard belgy 
Black Rock. 


—— Eo 
Summary, 


Official accounts from General Harri, 
have confirmed the defeat, or rather the mas. 
sacre of the detachment of the North Weg. 
ern army, lately under the command of Gq 
Winchester. It appears they were surpris 
ed by the British and Indians, early in th 
morning of the 22d January, near the banks 
of the river Raisin, when owing to the fatd 
security in which the American army rep 
sed, they had no opportunity of properly form 
ing, and opposing the enemy with any pre 
pect of success. So complete was the surpriag, 
that the General was discovered remote from 
the troops, and killed and scalped by the - 
dians—and not more than “a Major and 
Captain, and about 25 privates,’ eScaped fron 
the bayonets and tomahawks of the enemy, 


““ The bold they kill, th’ unwary they mp 
frise, 

“ Who fights finds death, and death fis 
him who flies.” 


Thus has been sacrificed by ignorance ant 
imbecility, a third “ army”—and in-the pre 
sent instance, for want of the most comma 
precautions, which plain sense would sugges 
even to an unmilitary character. 

In other countries, military education ore 
perience is requisite to qualify an individual 
for the situation, even of a subaltern—here 
Adjutants spring from behind a counter, and 
cease measuring stay tape and buckram, 
give points and bases for the movements é 
Regiments and Brigades. Without ever har 
ing been at “* school,“’ Generals pretend—" 
criminally pretend to lead brave men into® 
tuations, which nothing but vanity or the most 
consumate ignorance could induce them !@ 
court. 

Wincnesrer ! peace to thy manes! “IA 
the earth be light upon thy body !” Kentuckf 
will long have cause to lament thy rashilit® 
for she “ has lost many valuable Citizens & 
brave Soldiers !” May your melancholy fate 
be a warning to your country, and induce 
those Generals, if any such there are, who 
are ignorant of the duties of their profess’ 
to retire from it in time, before they! 
any more disasters on this much ij! 

eople. ; 

‘ The British fleet nearly succeeded In cap 
turing the frigate Constellation, which 
aground in Hampton’ Roads. Fortunately * 

tide of flood put her afloat before the ap 
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chor out -* * 


Angus is going.on with rapidity in the ref. § 


proach of the enemy, and enable? her toa 
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‘Dlockade,” has not been extended to the 


It is worthy of re marks, that-this “ aut 
ern States. K:ngland is aware of our divisions, 
she knows how to profit by them, and this 
measure, it is hoped, will convince all, which 
can be convinced, of the designs which she 
really meditates against the United States.— 
“ Divide and destroy,” is her maxim 
“UNION” should be ours—united we can Con- 
uerEngland, in spite of some of our Generals, 
divided w & shall never command success, and 
succeeding generations will not hesitate to 
pronounce us unworthy of better fortune. 
— rE 
FOREIGN. 

The last Intelligence from France announ- 
ces the arrival of} Napoleon in Paris, on the 
i8th December, having left his army in win- 
ter quarters at Wilna. 

We should not be surprized if Lord Cat- 
chart would favour us with a fresh bulletin, 
detailing his funeral m some “ unconsecrated” 
spot near Petersburgh, but we are much mis- 
taken, ifhis Lordship will not sail after the 
Russian fleet ; soon after Spring permits Na- 
poleon to bring his formidable means to bear 
ageinst the magnanimous Alexander “* the 
brother in arms,” of the high and mighty 
Priuce Regent of Great Britain and Ireiand., 








---—— 

Communication. —The Amateurs of Vo- 
cal and Instrumental Music, will be highly 
ratified in a few days, as we learn, that Mr. 
Duff intends giving them an excelicnt treat, 
& will spare no pains to have his CONCER'L 
onc of the best that has been givenin this city, 
—Lhe full band under the direction oi Mr. 
Nichola, needs not the strain of eulogy to be- 
speak its praise. ‘To his own vocal powers, 
we may add some Amateurs have volunteer- 
ed, and also in the instrumental. After the 
Concert there will be a BALL, conducted m 
the best manner, 

It is fondly hoped that his labours will be 
crowred with success, by a fall aud overflow- 
jng house A Friend to Merit. 








Crtracts, 


CURIOUS LAW CASE. 
Repfiorted for the Columbian, 
The Company of Undertakers of the City of 
Paris, versus 
Napoleon Bonaparte. 

This was an action brought by the plaintiffs, 
against the defendant, for not suffering him- 
self to be buried im a quiet and peaceble man- 
ner, after having been killed nineteen or 
twenty times. The wiinesses on behalf of the 
ees were a number of British editors.— 

he first proved, that defendant had been 
assassinated four or five different times in 
Paris; the second stated, that he had been 

ured in the sands in. Egypt, together with 
his whole army. A third proved, that he had 
en drowned in the sea at Boulogne. Several 
hers proved, that he had been killed by 
them in various nespapers. To all which 
defendant replied that he -would: soon. con- 
vince the court, and even the witnesses, that 
Was alive; and immediately drewa sword 

y Mare feet in len th, and began to lay about 
‘aod like a fury. Whereupon the Court ad- 
Po bee Without coming to any decision. It is 
» that some of the witnesses broke their 

in their hurry to get down stairs. . 
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From the German Correspondent, 
October 16. 


In reading the proclamations of the 
Russian governor, the birle pra- 
yers of their — mouth, (Chirysos- 
tom) and the details of all the supersti- 
tious ceremonies with which they en- 
deavor to enflame the fanaticism of the 
people, we recollect they employed the 
same means when Charles XII. who 
would have overthrown the throne of 
the Czars, had he possessed as much 
foresight and bravery as courage, when 
he contended with an handiul of Euro- 
peans against the united force of their 
enipire. ‘Tbe modern farce of St. Sirge, 
and ofthe workers of miracles, may be 
compared to the ancient comedy of St. 
Nicholas. Voltaire has transmitted to 
us the public prayers which they ad- 
dressed to the Patron of Russia, after 
the battle of Narva:—* O thou, who 
art our perpetual comforter in all our 
adversities, great St Nicholas, infinitely 
powerful, by what sins have we often- 
ded thee in our sacrifices, genuflexions, 
reverences, and thanksgivings, that thou 
bast thus abandoned us? We have im- 
piured thy assistance against these ter- 
rible, insolent, enraged, dreadful, unta- 
meable destroyers, who (like lions and 
bears who have lost their young) have 
attacked,-terrified, wounded, and slain 
by thousands, us who are thy people. 
As it is impessible this could have hap. 
pened without sorcery or enchantment, 
we suppiicate thee, O great St. Nicho- 
las, to be our champion and standard 
bearer, to deliver us from this crowd of 
soreerers, aud to drive them far from 
our frontiers, with that recompence 
whichis their due ! !” 


In comparing this prayer with the 
letter which the archbishop ef Moscow 
addressed to the emperor, in sending 
him the image of St. Sirge, we mast 
confess that reason has made little pro- 
zress among the Russians. 


In place of defending the New Jeru 
salem the Russians burned it ; and Ras- 
topchin, whose name will be ever detes- 
ted, has not feared to avow the death of 
thirty thousand of his countrymen, who 
were wounded in field of honor, There 
is in that crime a character of ferecity 
at which the imagination revolts. 


The savages. inhabiting the Ameri- 
can forests burn their enemies, but they 
will never deliver to the flames their 
own warriors 


It is reserved for a Russian to give 
the world the first exemple of so foul a 





deed, 


Let us si for an instant that vie. 
tory could have been unfaithful to the 
courage of our soldiers, and the genius 


of their august chief, and we shall do 
ourselves a violence m considering the 
misfortunes to which Europe would 
have become the prey. What massa- 
cres! what ravages! what fires !\ what 
excesses of every kind would not the 
barbarians have committed, who des- 
troyed their own country, who set their 
houses and cities on fire when they dare 
no longer defend them ?— What rivers 
of blood would have been spilt in Vien- 
na, Warsaw, Berlin, or Paris, by the 
man who could set Moscow on fire ; 
burn thirty thousand of the bravest sol- 
diers of his master, wounded in battles 
for their defence, and exposed to ruin, 
without any necessity a population of 
300,000 souls, ‘Thanks to the progress 
of understanding, thanks to the great 
genius whe governs us, and with us de- 
fends the great family of civilized na- 
tion; ‘The devastating torrent is arrest- 
ed in its course, and will no more pass 
the boundary erected by victory. Yes, 
we repeat it, pore is saved. Never 
was victory more glorious or more use- 
ful. Never did nations owe greater 
thanks givings to the Eternal Arbitra- 
tor of destinies. 


Extract of a letter from Moscow, dated 
Scfitember 17. 


“ I seize the first moment’s tranquil- 
lity, from the scene of desolation, of 
which I have at the same time been the 
witness and victim, to write to you. 


“ Established for 20 years in Russia, 
I had, like all foreigners who are nei- 
ther musicians, nor dancers, nor men- 
miliners, nor teachers of languages, suf- 
fered all the effects of the jealous, over- 
bearing, interested character of the Rus. 
sian merchants. But although frequent- 
ly robbed by fraudulent debters. des- 
poiled by speculators, over-reached by 
attornies, I had succeeded in forming a 
solid house, and amassing a decent for- 
tune; alas! the fruits of twenty years 
labor have been lost in an hour—the 
incendiaries have destroyed the greater 
part of my warehouses, and I should 
with my family have found myself with- 
out a home, without. asylum, if the 
French troops had not arrested the pro- 
gress of the flames which threatened 
vy house. ‘The ferocious joy with 
which men. having nothing to Jose, set 
fire tothe German Slobode, which was 
to Moscow what the suburb St. Antoine 
is to Paris, did not appear wonderful to 


\those who knew the hatred with whieh» 








every Russian is animated agairist those 
“foreigners to whom Hussia owes her 


rough civilization. But will it be be- 
lieved that these incendiaries evinced al- 
most the same pleasure m burning the 
houses. of their countrymen ? Tis fact, 
of which I was a witness, may perhaps 
he explained, by admitting that those 
who burned Mosdow were sure of not 
being blamed for it at St. Petersburgh 


“ Fora length ef time I have obser- 
ved the symptoms of that envious rival- 
ship which existed between the old and 
new capital of the empire. Moscow, 
rather an Asiatic than European city, 
had preserved the principles of barba- 
rity and ferocity, which have filled the 
history of Russia with so many bloody 
deeds It was at Moscow where so 
many ancient families collected, who 
have always shown a dislike to the 
reigning house ; it was there that so 
many conspirators were formed which 
so frequently precipitated the sovercigns 
of Russia from their thrones. re 

“* Without the antipathy of the great- 
er part of the men in place and power, 
the frightful object of burning that com 
mercial and manufacturing city, con- 
taining 300,000 inhabitants, would ne- 
ver have been thought of. But if any 
intriguer has been able to make the 
court of Petersburgh believe that by 
burning the best city in the empire, they 
would demonstrate that that city was 
unnecessary to the prosperity of the state, 
an illusion so strange will soon be dis- 
sipated, when the ruin of the Moscow 
merchants is followed by that of all the 
commercial places in Russia. 

“ Some people assert they saw among 
the incendiaries a certain number of 
Cossaks. The hatred of that nation 
against the city of Moscow in particular, 
is well known to all travellers Some 
English travellers, who, in 1802, went 
throngh the Cossack country in car- 
riages, made at Moscow, were saluted 
with the cry of “ Moskosske Canuilie,” 
Canaille de Moscow. Weare even as 
sured that many hordes of Cossacks 
have retarned to their homes laden with 
booty they took from the unfortunate in- 
habitants of Moscow. ‘That which is 
most remarkable is, that the evening 

evious tothe arrival of the French, 
the people. of Moscow still believed the 
Russians victorious. The “aanaon had 
inspired such terror,that whoever would 
have dared to express a doubt on this 
subject, would have been given up to 
the fury of the people. A Jew banker, 


who demanded a passport to proceed to 
Twer with his most precious effects 
was dragged to prison amidst the hisses 
of a ferocious multitude.” 
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Parts, Nov. 24. 
FRENCH ARMY OF THE NORTH IN 
SPAIN, 

Extract of a letter from the general 
in chief count Caffurelit, to his ex 
cellency the duke of Feltre, minzster 
of war, 

Bureos, Ocr. 23 

Monseigneur—l have had the honor 
of informmg your excellency thut we 
were hourly expecting a favorable .op 
portunity to march to the relief of Bur 
gos, 

On the 20th, we made a reconnois 
ance, an account of which I have al- 
ready forwarded to you. * 

On the 22d, several corps of infantry 
and of cavalry, among whom were the 
15th regiment of mounted chasscurs, the 
lancers of Berg, and the legion of Gen- 
darmerie, attached to the army of the 
north ; also the 1st regiment of hussars, 
and the 3lst regiment of chasseuis, 
were placed at the extremity of the 
right of the army. ‘The infantry had 
its head at Briviesca, and its left at 
Pancorbo ; the rear ot the army of Por- 
tugal was only balf a league from Bri 
viesca. I expected every moment that 
gen Souham would make an attack 
upon the English army. 

Yesterday, at 11 a. M. we were in 
formed thatthe English were in full re- 
treat. We immediately marched for 
ward; and an affair with his rear 
guard took place in front of Burgos, 
about 5 p.m. in which some prisoners 
were made, 

The enemy, in raising the siege of 
Burgos, abandoned two six-pounders 
and a spiked howitzer. 

1 arrived at Burgos last evening, I 
met on the road a courier from gen. 
Souham, bearing despatches to your 
excellency, with imformation that the 
enemy were retreating, I did not thunk 
proper to detain him, in order to an- 
nounce to your exccllency the raising of 
the siege of Burgos, which I might have 
done. 

It is apparent that the enemy deter- 
mined upon a retrogade movement at 
the arrival of the succours of the army 
of the north, and of the intelligence he 
had received of the defeat-of gen. Hill 
upon the Tagus. 

It is difficult for me to express to your 
excellency the joy I felt in seeing again 
the garrison of the fortof Burgos, and 
the brave gen Dubreton, who com- 
manded it. Ihave just been pver the 
whole ground ; at every step, I have 
seen proofs of what can be done by 
troops well commanded, and animated 
with a good spirit. All that was ne- 
cessary for the defence had been fore- 
seen, and all means within reach were 








employed ; the orders were given yj 
discernment, and executed with pron, 
titude ; and every individual seeme 
imspired with a sense of duty, ho 
zeal, attacliment and devotedness to hig 
‘majesty, 

Gen. Dubreton and the garrison of 
the fort deserve honorable conpensg, 
tion, which I solicit of your exccli¢hey 
The journal which I shall lay bejor 
you, will prove to you how many pew 
titles have been acquired by the offices 
and soldiers of the garrison, through the 
love they bear his majesty. 

T expect this mourning the arrival 
two divisions of infantry and of aytil. 
lery; and I shall continue-to support the 
army of Portugal, until I find my agsis. 
tance no longer requisite. 

I have the honor to be, &e, 

(Signed) Grn. Count CAFFARELY 
Lxtract of another letter from Mar. 

shal Count Caffarelli, commander of 

the army of the north, to the minister 
of War. 
Buraos, Ocr, 23, 
Monseigneur. Your exceliency knows 
that the tort of Burgos is constructed of 
earth; that fort has just sustained a 
siege of 35 days ; and if it nad beena 
tacked by the means prescribed by the 
rules of war, it most have succumbed, 
The enemy made breaches by means 
of hollow bullets, which, by their explo. 
sion, caused the ground to give way. 

I twust in druth say, that the defence 
was so obstinate, that a part of the pe 
lissades of the entrenched camp were 
entirely cut to pieces by bullets, at 18 
inches from the ground. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) 
Paris, Dee. 1, 
ARMY OF THE NORTii OF SPAIN. 

Extract of a letter written to the mins 
ter of War by Murshal Count Coy- 
farelli, commander of the Army 
the North : 

“Bureos, Nov. 6, 1812. 

“J have the honor of addressing ® 
your’ Excellency the Report of tne Sit 


ge of Burgos, which has beer given me: 


xy General Dubreton. T have ment 
ned the names of such of the officers 
and soldiers as most particularly dist 
guished themselves, and whom I cot 
ceive worthy the attention of his maje* 
ty; and I solicit for them all the finflu- 
ence of your Excellency. From ! 

first days of the siege, the garriso® 
found itself exposed to the want of om 
of the greatest necessaries of life—W* 
TER: it had no shelter, and the incle- 
mency of the weather compelled it 
be almost continually in the mud a 

damp places—All these difficullet 


Gen. Count CAFFARELLL 
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were borne with a patience and firm- 
ness beyond all example; they were 
animated and supported through these 
scenes by the cheering spirit ol the o fhi- 
cers; but, above all, by the indefatiga 
ble exertions and good conduct of Gen. 
Dubreton, of which he has given am. 
le proof. Major St. Hillaire acted as 
chief ofthe Staff, and executed with ex- 
actness the orders of Gen. Dubreton ; 
as also M. Pinot, chief of the battalion 
of engineers; this latter contributed 

reatly in adding to the means of de- 
fence, by erecting new works ; he has 
faithfully performed his daty, and I so 
licit fur him the indulgence of your Ex 
cellency. 

“ [eannot refrain from recommen- 
ding to your excellency, M. Dehon, 
captain of engineers. ‘The artillery, 
commanded by M. Muauroy, captain oi 
the 7th regt. discharged the duties allot 
ted to it well; has done great injury to 
the enemy, and clearly proved that tix 
army preserves its wonted spirit, and 
is ever ready to manifest its bravery 
in the hour of peril. 

“ M. Fondouse, col. of the 34th regt. 
and M. Pontenay, chief of a battalion 
of the 130th, have shewn theniselves 
worthy of the stations they occupy ; the 
former of whom particularly  distin- 
guished himself, The 2d company ot 
yioneers. under captain Nouailles, be 
raved very well. 

“ Such of the Paris guards, as were 
inthe fort, devoted their service to the 
artillery. This little groupe of excel 
lent soldiers, who have constantly given 
proof of their good conduct, merit parti- 
cular attention. 

(Signed) CAFPARELLL” 

The extract of the operations of the 
defence of the Fert of Burgos, from the 
18th of September to the 22d October, 
annexed to the above letter. It states, 
that on the 20th Sept. the enemy attack- 
ed Fort St. Michael with four batta- 
lions. ‘The-2d battalion of the 24th regt. 
of regulars defended that, post ; but the 
great extent of the works prevented all 
the accessible points being guarded ; 
and the bulwark rot being completed 
the enemy penetrated into the iuterior. 
Hotwithstanding the heavy and well di- 
rected fire from all parts of the place ; 

and its defenders were obliged to evacu 
ate it, and with the bayonet, force their 
Way through the enemy, who surroun- 
ded them, and retire to the Fort, 

M. Thomas, chief of battalion of the 

th regt. was wounded in the body. 
& we lost 137 privates & 3 officers ki) 
dand wounded, From the 20th to 
the 22d. the enemy was employed in 
ertifying and in establishing himself in 
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the vicinity of the Fort, they were col- 
iecting materials for completing the bul. 
wark and forming lines of communica- 
tion. ‘Their labours were impeded by 
a vigorous fire from our troops. In the 
night of the 22d and 23d, the enemy 
moved to our entrenched camp, with! 
scaling ladders and a strong body of| 
troops, in order to carry it by main 
force. He was received with vigor by | 
five companies of the 2d battallion of the | 
24th regt. The first assailants who 
gained the parapet, were tumbled over, 
und those who were following them put 
to flight, as well by the well supported 
fire from within, as by incendiary com. 
bustibles thrown amongst them in the 
ditch. That column of the enemy which 
attacked from the side of the town, was 
received with equal vigor, and being 
unable te descend the counterscarp, took 
refuge in the first houses that were at 
hand, whence they maiptained’ a very| 
lively fire~against the fort ; and were) 
im return warmed by our obusiers and | 
‘annons. The enemy has suffered | 
greatly in this action, and has left in the | 
ditch upwards of 40 killed, among 
whom are three officers ; the ladders| 
he brought with him have also been ieft, | 
Some wounded were found, but a num- 
ber were carried off. 

On the 23d, our artillery destroyed in| 
a short time, one of the enemies batte. 
ries. At noon the English Genera sent 
a flag of truce, asking permissi: n to car 

ry olf their dead, that he might have 
them buried. Our Gen, answered that 
they should be carried by a detachment 
of the garrison, 400 yards from the coun- 
terscarp. This operation caused a sas- 
nension of hostilities for three hours.— 
The remainder of the day was spent as 
usual, in annoying the works of the ene- 
my by our artillery, 

In the night of the 23d and 24th, the 
enemy commenced to form a communi. 
cation from the houses in the suburbs of 
St. Pedros with the roads bordering 
npon the enclosures of our entrenched 

amp. From the 24th to the 27th, we 
vever ceased annoying him with our 
artillery. 

In the night of the 27th and the 28th, 
the enemy begap to trace his first paral. 
‘el; the left upon the height of St. Mi. 
chael, and the right upon the suberb of 
St. Pedro. He carried on this work 
with extreme activity, so much so, that 
by day light, it was entirely completed. 
He accomplished all his works on the 
right. He was annoyed by a. brisk 








fire from our artillery and musketry.— 
From the 28th to the 30th, he continu- 





Bort St. Michael. 


On the 22d,, great movements weré the nightof the 29th and 30th, he put 
observed among the enemy’s troops in| fire to his mines ; but the 


powder be- 


ing placed too low, the breach was not 
found practicable, and such of the ene- 


my as presented themselves to give the 
assault, were compelled to retire, under 
a most deadly fire, and we filled the 
breach with sacks of earth. From the 
Ist to the 3d October, we forced the en- 
emy to abandon the construction of a 
battery he had undertaken. It was ob- 
served, during the 3d, that a column of 
from 2 to 3,000 men, had jeined the be- 
sieging army ; and several move- 
ments seemed to indicate that the enemy 
meditated a new attack. 

On the 4th, the enemy attacked in 
force our entrenched camp, and possess- 
ed himself of it, after forming a breach 
by setting fire to and blowing up its 
lower part. 

On the 5th, the enemy coftinued oc- 
cupying the upper and lower parts of 
our entrenched camp. Our General, 
judging it proper to destroy them by a 
sortie, ordered a company of vyoltigeurs 
otthe 33d regt. one of the 130th, and a 
detachment of the 2d €ompany of pio- 
neers for that purpose. These troops 
marched with the greatest boldness a- 
gainst the enemy ; all of whom who 
were not sufficiently active in making 
their escape, were bayoneted. The 
greatest part of the entrenched camp 
was retaken, and kept possession of un- 
til all the works of the enemy were 
completely destroyed ; and our troops 
then retarned, bringing off all the tools, 
&c that had been leit by the enemy.— 
This little expedition was very fatal to 
the enemy. 

On the 6th, we undertook to shut up 
the enemy in the position he still ocen- 
pied near the fort, for which purpose 
we dug three mines. under the spot 
were it was supposed he would estab. 
lish himself, in order te blow him up. 
In this enterprize, we saffered greatly 
from the fire of the enemy. 

In the night of the 7th and 8th, the 
enemy continuing his works uapen the 
sloping bank of the Pointe de la Blanca, 
and indicating an intention of making a 
subterraneous attack, it was resolved 
upon to make another sortie, and des- 
troy the whole of his works. ‘Three 
companies of grenadiers, two sections of 
voltigeurs, and a.detachment of pioneers 
and workmen, were entrasted with the 
execution of this enterprise. The for- 
mer of these acted with so much judg- 
ment and marched with sach rapidity 
upon the work of the enemy, that, with 
the exception of two officers and 36- 
Englishmen, who were made prisoners, 
all who were found fell victims to the: 





ed his works, even under our fire. In 


bayonets of the voltigeurs. ‘This workkx 
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completed, we retreated in the best 

«rd. 

On the 8th, the enemy re-established 
hiniself after our retreat behind the pa- 
rapets of the entrenched camp, whence 
he kept up a brisk fire. 

Until the 18th, he continued repairing 
the works which our artillery had pro- 
tracted. Having ascertained that he 
Wus mining the entrenched camp to 
blow it up, we resolved to prevent him, 
by making preparation to blow up the 
position he eecupied. This work was 
far advanced at 7 o’clock in the evening, 
when the enemy blew up his mines, 
with no other injury than destroying 
one end of the pallisade. He attempt. 
ed to attack us, which oceasioned a 
short contest, and terminated with a few 
wounded on both sides. 

On the 18th, early in the morning the 
enemy commenced a vigorous fire from 
his batteries, to widen the breaches he 
had made. He fired with successs 
until 4 p. m. during which time, he had 
united in his entrenchments eight bat 
talions, which he divided into three 
columns, to make an assault. At 4 
o’clock, the enemy set fire to a mine he 
had fixed near St. Romano, and blew 
up the wall which protected that post ; 
these three columns then moved briskly 
—one tothe breach of St. Romano ; 
the second (carrying ladders) to the 
point of the enclosure opposite the cross 
road leading to the entrenched camp ; 
and the third to the breach on the side 
of St. Michael. 

The company stationed at St. Ro 
mano for its defence, not being able to 
arrest the torrent of the enemy, fell 
back behind the second enclosure, and 
immediately set fire te the powder 
which was deposited in the church ; 
which succeeded so well that that edi 
fice entirely tumbled to pieces the very 
moment the enemy was entering; and 
all within reach perished. This explo. 
sion, together with the heavy firing is- 
suing from the half circle formed by our 
troops, which attacked the assailling 
column in flank, caused such destruc 
tion,in his ranks, that he retired in 
= confusion, and took refuge in the 

ouses in the town, whence he had is. 
sued forth. 

The second column, whose duty it 
was to scale the points of the second 
inclosure, was received with such vigor, 
that it also failed in its attempt. 

The third column, reserved for the 
attack ofthe breach, and which was 
composed of the enemy’s best troops, 
alone succeeded for a short time, and 
being reinforced by the remainder of 
the s¢cond column, (which had just fail- 
ed in its attack against the second in- 
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closure) ascended and reached the 
square, to which place, in iact,a few 
Kinglish soldiers had already arrived. 
But, notwithstanding this dilemma, our 
spirit never forsouk as; the action soon 
assumed a favorable change, end tie 
enemy was overthrown, amidst the cries 
of Vive L’/Emexrevr ! atter the wit- 
nessing, both in the interior and at the 
breach, the massacre of the bravest of 
his troops. For the happy issue of this 
arduous and unequal coutest, we are not 
a little indebted to the extraordinary 
exertions of M. Vellermet, captain of 
the 34th regiment of Voltigeurs, who 
was unhappily killed at tire close of the 
action. Kintag the enemy’s officers 
killed at the breach was a Hanoverian 
major. Our loss was 41 men, of whom 
11 were killed. Tae action lasted about 
an hour. 

During the day of the 19th, we made 
a soriie against the enemy’s works of 
St. Romano ; whence he was driven, 
and the light buildings he had erected 
ior shelter, destroyed. 

Iu the night ot the 19th, about 9 o’ 
clock, the enemy availing himself of the 
bad weather, sent (in deep silence) froin 
his entrenched encampment, a body of 
troops provided with scaling ladders, in 
order to surprize our out post at the 
little by-road ; but being discovered in 
his enterprize, a brisk fire of musketry 
proved -suificient to compel him to 
retire. 

On the 22d, half an hour before day, 
an explosion was heard irum_ the ene 
my s works at St. Michae!. The tiring 
having ceased almost at tie sume time 
ut the different points of attack, we per 
ceived, by day light, that he had eva. 
cuated said works, and had set fire to 
the arsenal of the town, where there 
still remained a great number of articles, 
whieh had been left by our troops when 
they retreated from it. We inmediate- 
ly sentinto the town two companies of 
choise troops, with a detachment of 
pioneers,to extinguish the flames, in 
which they succeeded. only one end of 
the building having fallen a prey to that 
destructive element; they also made 
some prisoners. At 10 o’clock, the 
head of the French advanced guard ap 
peared at Villa. Frias, and at 11 entered 
the city. 

Such is the faithful account of the 
events which have occured during the 
siege which lasted 35 days; during 
which period the enemy blew up five 
mines, made five breaches and gave 
five assaults, one of which only succeed- 
ed. On our side, we made five sorties, 
which were all successful. 

The loss of the enemy has been up- 
wards of 2000 men; our’s, in killed 


and wounded, has been 16 officers, gy 


non-commissioned officers and soldiers. 


among the latter 304 were killed é: 


have since died of their wounds, 


Promotion in the Navy.—The {i}, 
lowing gentlemen heretotore acti 
lieutenants, have within a few days re. 
ceived commissions as lieutenants in the 
navy, viz: Wm. Finch, Wm. C. Shy. 
brick, Henry Wells, Benj. Booth, Gicg 
Drayton, Alex. Claxton, Enos Davis — 

Nat. Inid, 


Pittsburg, ( Penn. ) Jan, 29, 


The Flood—On Monday morning 
last, the Allegany river began to rise 
with such rapidity as to threaten deg. 
truction to every thing within the neigh. 
borhood of its banks It continued fj. 
sing until last evening, when the “wa. 
ters abated.” It has never, we believe, 
risen to such a height before, one in. 
stance only excepted. The lower so. 
ries of ferry and dwelling houses on 
each bank were literally inundated 
‘Ihe Monongahela also which had been 
closed for some time, broke its icy fet 
ters and rose at least fifteen feet perpen. 
dicularly. On the opposite bank we 
odserved a number of out houses and 
one or two dwelling houses almost im. 
mersed. We have not heard the pro. 
bable amount of damages sustained in 
this neighborhood, but it must be great, 
From the immense quantities of ice im 
each river, fears are entertained forthe 
safety of every species of property. and 
even lives on tire Islands with whieb 
the Olno abound, 


Improved Scalping Knives. 


A person not long since, who was 
permitted to proceed to Montreal on do 
mestic business, and back to the U.§. 
reports that he passed through one dl 
the Indian encampments and_ that he 
saw their scalping-knives, the handles 
of which were richly studded with Mo- 
ther of Pearl, and silver mounted; th 
were lately imported from England 
no doubt, were exhibited at the Towel 
as an improvement in the stile of war- 
like implements put into the hands 
savages to defend “ the bulwark of w# 
religion.” 
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